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1. Tuesday, 20 February 2024: Introduction to Climate Science and Climate Change

Time Title and Content Speaker/ Moderator 

09.45 - 09.50 Welcome and introductions Circle U. Team 

09.50 - 10.05 Meet your peers (Breakout sessions) Circle U. Team 

10.10 – 11.10 Introduction to climate science Prof. Jelena Lukovic, 
University of Belgrade 

11.10 – 11.20 COFFEE BREAK 

11.20 - 12.20 Climate change impacts on infrastructure, 
food production and ecosystems  

 Prof. Marnik Vanclooster, 
UCLouvain

12.30 - 13.30 LUNCH BREAK 

13.30 - 15.45 

15.45 -16.00 

Climate workshop 

Circle U. Team 

2. Wednesday, 21 February 2024: EU Policies and Frameworks

Time Title and Content Speaker/ Moderator 

10.00 - 10.30 EU policies & frameworks 
This session will introduce the EU policy 

framework on adaptation to climate change.

Dr. Philippe Tulkens, Head of 
Unit „Climate and Planetary 
Boundaries“ in the Research 
and Innovation Directorate 
General of the European 
Commission 

10.30 – 11.30 CLIMAAX: a European facility to support 
regional Climate Risk Assessments 

Prof. Bart van den Hurk/ Dr. 
Frederiek Sperna Weiland, 
CLIMAAX Leads 

11.30 - 11.45 COFFEE BREAK 

11.45 - 12.45 Cities habitability: a promise of the future Dr. Nathalie Blanc, Centre des 
Politiques de la Terre 

12.45 - 13.45 LUNCH BREAK 

13.45 - 14.45 Best Practice: Oslo 
Circular energy’s role in the green shift: 
How to reuse energy at least once  
The talk will focus on developing new energy 
solutions for cities and how to make cities 
carbon neutral; focus on waste incineration, 
district heating and cooling, and carbon capture 
and storage.  

Mads Danielsen, Advisor to the 
CEO of Hafslund Oslo Celsio, 
Norway’s largest circular 
energy company 

14.45 – 15.00 Conclusions and briefing for week 2 Circle U. Chairs 

Conclusions 

Together we will look at drivers, causes 
and effects of climate change and 
discuss feasible solutions.

Dr. Duraid Jalili, King's College 
London
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3. Tuesday, 27 February: Climate Change Mitigation & Adaptation

Time Title and Content Speaker/ Moderator 

10.00 – 11.00 The resilience of urban environments in 
the context of climate change adaptation 
and mitigation 

11.00 – 12.00 When development and environmental
policies collide: the case of urban 
infrastructures in South East Asia 

This session will introduce the current tension 
points in the implementation of city climate 
action plans, resulting from intertwining  infra-
structural development programs and ESG 
strategies, drawing from the research 
conducted in three South East Asian cities 
(Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok and Manila). It will 
specifically address the issue of policy 
capacity in the formulation and 
implementation of adaptation programs at the 
local level.  

Dr. Pramit Verma, Université
catholique de Louvain 

12.00 – 13.00 LUNCH BREAK

13.00 – 15.00 Presentations and plenary discussion: 
What is happening in your community? 
Participants will discuss how their 
communities may build resilience, mitigate 
and adapt to climate change, and use and 
enhance presented concepts. What could be 
implemented in their own communities? What 
approaches and processes need to be 
changed and how? Together with the 
academics they will develop an action plan. 

moderated by Circle U. Chairs 

15.00 – 15.15 COFFEE BREAK 

15.15 – 15.30 Conclusions 

4. Wednesday, 28 February 2024: Public Engagement & Communication

Time Title and Content Speaker/ Moderator 

10.00 – 11.00 Plenary discussion 
What kind of support do practitioners need 
from universities? How can Circle U. and its 
Climate Hub be of help? 

Circle U. Chairs & Team 

Dr. Hillary Briffa, Dr. Anne 
Jensen, Prof. Jelena Lukovic, 
Prof. Marcel Robischon, Prof. 
Marnik Vanclooster 

11.00 – 12.00 Public Engagement and Communication 

Cillian Lohan will talk about the importance of 
reaching active citizens when making 
decisions and how it can be achieved. He will 
also share his experiences at events such as 
the High Level Political Forum on SDG's at the 
UN and COP meetings.  

Cillian Lohan, Vice-President for 
Communications of the 
European Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) 

12.00 – 12.45 Course debrief and next steps Circle U. Chairs 

Dr. Álvaro Artigas Pereira, 
Sciences Po Centre for European 
Studies and Comparative Politics

Programme may be subject to change.
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