
The University of Oslo (UiO) was 
established in 1811 as Norway’s 
first university and continues 
to be Norway’s highest ranked 
institution of education and 
research. With five Nobel Prize 

winners, UiO has a strong track 
record of pioneering research 
and scientific discovery. UiO 
has established three major 
interdisciplinary priority areas 
aimed at fostering collaborative 
research and education within the 
fields of Energy, Life Science and 
the Nordic model, addressing the 
three dimensions of sustainability: 
Biosphere, Economy and Society.

UiO offers degree programs 
within eight faculties: Theology, 
Law, Medicine, Humanities, 
Mathematics and Natural Sciences, 
Dentistry, Social Sciences and 
Education. As a student at UiO you 
will learn from the best academic 

staff the country has to offer and 
be a part of a modern research-
intensive university. With its broad 
range of courses taught in English, 
UiO has become an attractive 
destination for a growing number 
of international students. 

Even though the beautiful city of 
Oslo, Norway’s capital (ranked 
as ‘the best country to live in’ 
by the United Nations Human 
Development Report) may be 
compact, the architecture of 
Barcode, Tjuvholmen, the Opera 
house, Astrup Fearnley museum, 
the Munch museum and the 
Deichmanske Library all give Oslo 

a new urban expression. Michelin 
star restaurants, food trucks, co-
working spaces, world-class coffee, 
international retail, and walking 
distances between nature and 
concrete give Oslo a unique urban 
quality.
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Explore the opportunities for mobility
across Circle U. universities

This publication aims to provide 
students and staff with a brief 
overview of the Circle U. Alliance 
partner Universities, including 
first-instance information about 
mobility and other academic 
opportunities within the Alliance.

We encourage you to read through 
the content provided and visit 
all relevant links available 
within the brochure for more 

in-detail information on partner 
universities, their respective host 
countries, application procedures, 
relevant deadlines, cost of living in 
the featured cities, including most 
relevant contacts for all further 
questions and enquiries. 

Dear students & university staff,

Welcome to Circle U.! 

We are building a European 
University where diversity 
breeds excellence. Comprised of 
universities from seven European 
countries, the Circle U. alliance 
is committed to building an 
inclusive, research-intensive 
and interdisciplinary European 
university by 2025, where students 
and staff feel at home wherever 
they venture and partners from 
academia, civil society, businesses 
and the public sector collaborate to 
jointly develop competencies and 
address global challenges. 

Born out of the idea that culture 
and knowledge bind the 
European Union together and that 
multilingualism is an advantage 
in the Europe of today, the time 
was ripe to start creating a network 
of universities across Europe, 
thus formulating the idea of the 
European Universities Initiative. 

The main objectives of the 
EUI were to promote common 
European values, strengthen 
European identity and ensure 
that European universities remain 
internationally competitive and 
attractive to students. 

With the above as a guide, 
Circle U. will give a framework 
for increased student-centered 
cooperation, committed to 
widening participation and 
inclusion. We aim to make it 
easier and more attractive to 
go on an academic exchange 
and experience studying and 

working in at least two European 
languages, thus creating new 
opportunities for cooperation and 
laying the foundation for stronger 
academic collaboration. In the 
coming years, Circle U. will act as a 
developer and testing  
ground for new concepts in 
higher education and research 
cooperation, in line with the 
continuous reskilling and lifelong 
learning agenda.

In order to mobilise knowledge 
for impact and contribute to a 
sustainable society and biosphere, 
the Alliance will set up a joint 
Circle U. education and research 
infrastructure. This will provide 
spaces for students and staff 
to, on the one hand, co-create 
knowledge and solutions with 
internal stakeholders and, on 
the other hand, engage in policy 
development with external 
stakeholders. The infrastructure 
consists of four platforms to 
mobilise knowledge for impact: 
Interdisciplinary knowledge 
hubs, the Open School of Public 
Governance, the Think and Do 
Tank on the future of higher 
education and the student-led 
sustainable innovation initiatives. 
The Academic Chair Programme 
is the enabler for strong and 
sustainable activities across these 
platforms. 

Please visit the Circle U. website 
for more information about the 
Alliance and to follow all current 
developments within the project at: 

www.circle-u.eu 

Where
will you
go next
semester?

Aarhus University (AU) is a 
dynamic, modern and highly 
international university. Since its 
founding in 1928, it has grown to 
become a leading public university 

with international impact and 
reach across the entire research 
spectrum. Consistently ranked as 
one of the world’s top universities 
(69 in Academic Ranking of 
World Universities and among 
the world’s 100 best universities 
in 18 out of 48 subjects as ranked 
by QS), AU offers more than 50 
full degree programs in English at 
Bachelor’s and Master’s level, and 
all PhD programs are in English. 
Danes were recently ranked as the 
best among non-native English 
speakers in the world on the 
annual English Proficiency Index 
(EPI), so it’s easy for international 
students to feel at home in 
Denmark from day one.

As an international student at 
Aarhus University, you will be 

a part of a group of more than 
4000 international students, 
representing more than 
120 nationalities. The study 
environment at Aarhus University 
is informal, and the open and 
critical discussions between 
students and professors make 
for a very exciting and dynamic 
learning experience.

Though small in size, Denmark 
is big on culture, cooking and 
coastline and world-renowned for 
its cleanliness and safety, Aarhus 
being no different. 

Denmark’s second-largest city, 
known for its beautiful and 

modern architecture and youthful 
spirit, also offers music festivals, 
high gastronomic standards and 
world-class attractions, such as 
Tivoli, the Little Mermaid and 
Legoland, to name a few.

Following Wilhelm von 
Humboldt’s vision of a new type 
of university, the Prussian alma 
mater, founded in 1810, was the 

first to introduce the unity of 
research and teaching, to uphold 
the ideal of research without 
restrictions and to provide a 
comprehensive education for its 
students. Now, 200 years later, 
Humboldt-Universität continues 
to invest all its energy in being 
a place of excellent research and 
teaching. The name Humboldt-
Universität is well known 
throughout the world, and the 
internationally recognised degrees 
open all doors for our graduates.

Beyond the academic framework, 
Humboldt-Universität offers a 
wide range of extra-curricular 
activities - nearly 100 different 
sports bring movement onto the 
campus; the Language Centre 

offers a broad variety of courses 
including sign language; a 
supplementary counselling and 
support network to students, thus 
providing legal, social as well as 
psychological guidance. Child 
care is offered on Campus Mitte 
and Campus Adlershof to support 
young parents during their studies. 

Besides the academic, you are 
invited to take part in and enjoy 
the open-air-attractions all over 
Berlin, such as the Brandenburg 

Gate, Checkpoint Charlie, 
Holocaust Memorial or East Side, 
the Reichstag or Germany’s tallest 
building on Alexanderplatz - the 
Berlin TV Tower, the Museum 
Island... Just dive into the city and 
the country - on foot, from the 
water or by bike, views that will 
be imprinted on your memory 
forever!

Based in the heart of central 
London, and spread across five 
London campuses, King’s College 
London is one of the largest multi-
faculty institutions in the UK. It is 
currently ranked fourth in the UK 
for employability (Times Higher 

Education Global Employability 
University Rankings 2020) and 
ninth in Europe and seventh in the 
UK based on teaching and research 
environments, research influence, 
income and international outlook 
(Times Higher Education World 
University Rankings 2022).

Founded in 1829, with more than 
29,000 students from over 150 
countries and 185,000 alumni 
around the world, King’s connects 
with people and organisations 
throughout London and across 
the globe – from government, 
business and industry to charities, 
sport and culture. We provide 
opportunities for our students 
to apply their knowledge to real-
world environments across the 

capital, supporting our students to 
become the problem-solvers of the 
future.

King’s comprises nine Faculties: 
Arts & Humanities, King’s 
Business School, Social Science 
& Public Policy, Law, Natural, 
Mathematical & Engineering 
Sciences, Dentistry, Oral & 
Craniofacial Sciences, Nursing, 
Midwifery & Palliative care, 
Psychiatry, Psychology & 
Neuroscience, and Life Sciences & 
Medicine.
 
Ranked the world’s best student 
city by QS Best Student Cities 
2022, London is an integral part of 
the King’s experience. With central 
London as your campus, you’ll 
have access to world-class galleries, 
museums, libraries and academic 
resources, as well as all the iconic 

landmarks, theatres, sporting 
events, restaurants and nightlife 
that the capital has to offer.

At the heart of a global network 
of knowledge and innovation, 
Université de Paris is France’s 
leading multidisciplinary 
university. It covers a wide range 
of disciplines, with one of the most 

comprehensive and ambitious 
educational offerings available 
in the world. Université de Paris 
is part of the incarnation of a 
world city, aware of its place and 
missions, open to youth and 
knowledge.

The ambition of Université de 
Paris is to lead and develop an 
exceptional potential to meet the 
challenges of tomorrow’s society.

With a recognised international 
standing, as well as a strategic 
portfolio of privileged academic 
partners throughout the world, 

it offers its students state-of-the-
art, innovative courses in the 
following fields: Arts, Humanities 
and Languages, Human, Economic 
and Social Sciences, Science and 
Technology, Medicine, Dentistry, 
Pharmacy and Nursing.

Let’s be honest – Paris is one of 
the most beautiful cities in the 
world! Immersing yourself in the 
culture is easy: you can literally 
find culture on your doorstep.  

Le Louvre, Centre Georges 
Pompidou, Les Invalides – the 
list is endless. Then, there’s food 
and the language – French! You’ll 
significantly improve your French 
and we propose French classes to 
our exchange students (intensive 
sessions or during the semester).

To more than 30,000 of its 
students, the UCLouvain offers an 
education of the highest possible 
quality, makes innovation the 
governing principle of its activities 

in teaching as much as in research 
and favors an environment 
conducive to scientific creativity, 
the commercial development of 
findings.

UCLouvain’s course offerings are 
organised by 14 faculties within 
the sectors of health, science & 
technology and human science. 
Courses are taught in French and 
English. Regular and intensive 
French preparatory courses are 
offered to foreign students, where 
Erasmus+ students are offered a 
head start by taking online classes 
before the academic  
year begins.

Located 30 km from Brussels, the 
city of Louvain was founded by the 
University of Louvain in 1971 and 
is one of the youngest European 
cities. Surrounded by countryside 
and filled with cultural, 
entertainment, sport, leisure and 
shopping venues and events, it 
offers an exceptional quality  
of life. 
 
To help its students and staff have 
a smooth and enjoyable experience 
living in Louvain, UCLouvain 
offers them a variety of support 
services: 5,725 furnished 
accommodations on its various 
sites, healthy, balanced meals 

designed in collaboration with 
a nutritionist at the university 
restaurant, staff card or a free 
culture card that provides free 
or low-cost access to cultural 
activities in conjunction with some 
100 cultural partners, just to name  
a few.

The University of Belgrade is 
the oldest university in Serbia, 
founded in 1808. Today, it is a 
research-oriented university, 
and one of the largest and 
globally best ranked universities 
in the Southeast Europe 
and Mediterranean regions, 
continuously ranked among the 
world’s top universities by the 

Shanghai Rankings since 2013. 
In certain fields, the University of 
Belgrade ranks among the very 
top universities in the world.

It is a comprehensive university, 
comprised of 31 faculties and 
11 research institutes, offering 
426 study programmes covering 
all areas of engineering, natural 
sciences, medical sciences, social 
sciences and humanities, including 
study programs in English.
 
The University has a long 
tradition in academic and cultural 
exchange and has so far built 

an extensive cooperation with 
more than 500 Higher Education 
Institutions around the globe. 
Foreign students are also given the 
opportunity to take an intensive 
Serbian language course in case 
they choose to enroll in a study 
program taught in Serbian.
 
Belgrade is an 
exceptionally vibrant 
and outspoken city, with a 
reputation as a regional hot spot 
for culture, entertainment and 
nightlife, offering an unforgettable 
indoor or outdoor experience even 
to the most demanding clubbers 
all year round. Its geographical 
proximity to Central Europe & 
SEE capitals – Rome, Vienna, 

Budapest, Zagreb, Bucharest, 
Athens, as well as the affordable 
cost of living makes it an excellent 
spot for young people to gain 
high-quality education while living 
in a dynamic European metropolis.
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Circle U. strives towards widening 
participation and inclusion. If you belong 
to a group with fewer opportunities for 
mobility, please contact the relevant office 
at your university to find out about the 
options and support available.

The brochure is made as an outcome of the deliverable 2.9
within WP2, TF 2.4 of the Project.
 

For more information about the Circle U. network and mobility 
opportunities within it, please visit the official Circle U. website: 
www.circle-u.eu 

Who is this brochure for?
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